
Barbra An Pleadwell Scholarship - 2026 

Scholarship Award Purpose 

This scholarship honors the late Barbra An Pleadwell, a passionate advocate for women and a 
dedicated mentor to those seeking new opportunities and second chances. Barbra was a 
trailblazer in her field—one of the first professionals featured in Hawaii Business magazine’s 
“Twenty for the Next 20,” and part of the inaugural Pacific Business News “Forty Under 40” 
honorees. In 2007, she and her business partner, Barbara Hastings, received the U.S. Small 
Business Administration’s Women in Business Champion Award for Hawaii and Region IX. 

The Zonta Club of Hilo established this award to honor Barbra’s legacy and inspire others to 
continue her work. It supports college-bound women from Oahu and Hawaii Island who are 
focused on women’s studies, communications, or other related majors, and demonstrate both 
academic promise and financial need. 

Qualification of Applicant 

● Female Hawai‘i Island or O‘ahu resident.
● Current enrollment as a full-time student in college/university or a high school senior.
● Demonstrates financial need.
● All majors welcome, preference given to Women’s Studies or Communications majors.

Filing of Application 

● Part A - Application Form (see below)
● Part B – Two letters of recommendation from a professor, teacher, counselor or employer
● Part C - Official transcript of cumulative grades
● Part D - Personal statement, including the following;

o Academic interest and vocational plans, especially after graduation
o Other community service activities, extracurricular interests, and hobbies
o Reason for need of financial support

Parts A, B, C, and D must be signed and sent as one PDF submitted and received
by March 1, 2026 to:   scholarships@zontahilo.org

Selection 

● Application deadline is March 1, 2026.
● The Zonta Club of Hilo’s Scholarship & Award Committee will review applications and

make its final selections.  Award recipients will be notified by June 2026.
● Recipients may be awarded scholarships of $2,500.



Barbra An Pleadwell Scholarship - 2026 

Part A – Application Form 

Name of Applicant: ____________________________________________________________ 

Current Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________ 

Permanent Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Cell: ______________________________ Home Phone: ______________________________  

Email: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Name of high school or college/university: ________________________________________ 

Expected graduation date: _______________________ 

Declaration by Applicant 

I certify that all information contained in my application is accurate to the best of my knowledge 

and that I did not receive assistance in completing the essay portions of this application.  I 

understand that, at the option of the Zonta Club, I may be interviewed as a candidate for the 

Zonta Club of Hilo - Barbra An Pleadwell Scholarship award.   

I confirm that I am a female and current resident of Hawai’i Island or O‘ahu. 

I confirm that I am currently enrolled as a full-time student in college/university or am a 
high school senior. 

I consent to the electronic or hard copy publication of material in my application by the 
Zonta Club of Hilo and Zonta International. 

______________________ _____________________________________________

Applicant Signature 
(insert image of your signature or print, sign, and scan this page) 

Date 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Barbra An Pleadwell Scholarship - 2026 

 

Checklist of Completion: 

Deadline to submit: March 1, 2026 
 
Part A - Application Form  
 
Part B - Two letters of recommendation  

 
Part C - Official transcript of cumulative grades 
 
Part D - Personal Statement 

 
Applications must be signed and sent as one PDF (Parts A, B, C, D) 

Send Entire PDF (1 document) to: scholarships@zontahilo.org 

 
AI Use Declaration 
 
AI used?  
 Yes  No 
 
 
If “yes”, briefly describe how AI was used: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List AI tool(s) and prompt(s) used: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Questions:  If you have questions, please contact scholarships@zontahilo.org 

 



Scholarship & Award 
Privacy Policy & Publicity Authorization 

The Zonta Club of Hilo and the Zonta Club of Hilo Foundation are committed to honoring the 
privacy and wishes of all our Scholarship & Award recipients at all times.  In order to do this, 
please read the following information carefully and indicate your agreement as appropriate. 

1. Most data collected by the Zonta Club of Hilo and the Zonta Club of Hilo Foundation is 
used only to help Zonta better serve its award recipients.  It is our general policy to 
collect and store only personal information that our recipients knowingly provide.  Zonta 
does not sell, trade, or rent your personally identifiable information to third
parties.  Except as described in paragraph two, we take reasonable measures not to 
disclose personally identifying information about you.

I have read the above paragraph and agree to the Terms and Conditions therein.

2. From to time, Zonta Club of Hilo/Zonta Club of Hilo Foundation conducts various 
marketing activities to promote our Scholarships & Awards.  In addition, to ensure 
Zonta’s ability to fund scholarships and awards, we may from time to time provide 
information to donors to the Scholarship & Award funds about recipients of their 
donations.  Zonta retains the right to use your name, photograph, and biographical 
information to promote the Scholarships & Awards in various promotional materials, 
including our website.

 I have read the above paragraph and agree to the Terms and Conditions therein.

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Please print your name 

________________________________________________________ _________________ 
Signature Date 
(insert image of your signature or print, sign, and scan this page) 
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